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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Applicant submits this Statement in accordance with his duty of disclosure 
under 37 CFR § 1 .56 and prior to any Office Action. 

It is requested that the following references be considered by the examiner and 
be made of record in the above-identified patent application. No admission is being 
made that these references are prior art, and applicant reserves the right to challenge 
such a conclusion. For the convenience of the examiner and to facilitate their citation, 
applicant submits herewith a completed form PTO-1449 (Rev. 2-32) along with copies 
of the following references: 

1) U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0135794 Al ; 

2) Patent Abstracts of Japan Publication No. 200 1 273 1 1 2 A; 

3) Japanese Patent 200 1 -273 1 1 2 with attached copy of English language 
application; 

4) Patent Abstracts of Japan Publication No. 09 1 67 1 29 A; 

5) Japanese Patent 9- 1 67 1 29; 

6) Patent Abstracts of Japan Publication No . 06-2665 1 4 ; 
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7) Japanese Patent 6-2665 1 4; 

8) International Publication No. WO 01/3 1432 Al ; and 

9) International Publication No. WO 99/534 1 5. 

Applicant makes no representation that a thorough search has been conducted. 
It is expected that the Patent and Trademark Office will conduct a complete 
independent search. 
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Tel.: 781-386-6405 
Fax: 781-386-6435 

Enclosure: Form PTO-1449 and references 



I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or 
enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below 
with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gaetano D. Maccarone 
Attorney for the Applicant 
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